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President’s Message, Judy Whitesell 

Welcome to SECA’s 2023 Conference 

Presidents of SECA 

Happy New Year everyone! At this time of year, many of us have been 

reflecting over the last few months and even years. Many have had health 

concerns personally or with family members and close friends.  Some have 

struggled with anxiety and stress with their job and/or relationships.  

However, even with these experiences, we have survived. The ability to 

withstand adversity and bounce back - this by definition is resilience. As 

educators, we're frequently called to do this.  Some experiences while 

troublesome have been learning opportunities. Over time processing 

events such as this, we begin thinking about how the effects influence 

the way we react. Our reflection of these experiences can help us to grow 

and become more compassionate with those who are immediate family 

and beyond.  At our conference this year in Chattanooga, we've chosen 

the theme of Resilience, Reflection and Pathways For The Future!.  How appropriate that we seek to 

learn and practice the very skills that shape our lives and ultimately the lives of those we work with. 

As you meet with colleagues, pause to appreciate the value each person brings to your life and 

think of how you influence others. Our demeanor filters down to the children and families we serve.  

 Again, hello and welcome to Chattanooga!  We're so glad you've made arrangements to be with 

us as we share "Resilience and Reflections" as we look for "Pathways to the Future" with one 

another.  

Judy  
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Conference Credit & Certificate of Attendance 
 

 
Continuing Education Units 

CEUs for this conference are being provided by 

ProSolutions Training, an authorized provider of IACET CEUs 

by the International Association for Continuing Education 

and Training. IACET is the only standard-setting 

organization approved by the American National 

Standards Institute (ANSI) for continuing education and 

training; the ANSI/IACET 1-2007 Standard is the core of 

thousands of educational programs worldwide. 

 

To obtain your CEU certificate pay the $25.00 fee. If you 

wish to register for CEUs during the conference, please contact the office at 

info@SECA.info.  If you have questions about CEUs, please visit the ProSolutions 

Training Booth #23 or at www.seca.info/ProSolutions. 



Each year at our annual conference we offer an opportunity to meet with Affiliate presidents, 

their board members, representatives to SECA, SECA Officers, president-elect, staff and 

members in good standing. This year we will provide an opportunity for members to join us 

virtually during our Annual Business Meeting Zoom call on Thursday, March 2nd at 4:30 PM 

EST/5:30 CST .  The Zoom link will be sent out to all current members and you will be asked to 

register for this meeting.  Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to 

continue to serve you. 

SECA Annual Business Meeting Notice 

7:00—5:30 Registration Open  

7:30—5:30  Interest Sessions  

10:00—12:00  

1:30—3:30 

Leadership Summit & Panel RSVP Required  

Sponsored events  

12:00—5:00 Exhibits Open 

12:30—5:30 SECA Editorial Committee Meeting—MR9 

4:30—5:30 SECA Membership/Business Meeting  

5:45—7:00 SECA Fossils Meeting -President’s Suite 

  

7:00—5:30 Registration Open  

7:00—8:30 State Affiliate President’s Breakfast—President’s Suite 

7:30—4:30  Interest Sessions  

7:30—4:30  TECTA Leadership Track Room 17 

9:00—5:00 Visit with Exhibitors 

8:45—10:45 Opening General Session with Dr. Kimberly Johnson 

11:30—1:00 Just for Students! Student Event with Lunch  

12:45—2:15 Public Policy Keynote Dr. Dan Wuori  

8:00—5:00 Silent Auction   

5:30—6:30  You're invited! SECA Awards Reception –Marriott Plaza Ballroom 

  

7:30—1:00 Registration Open  

8:00—2:00  Interest Sessions   

8:00—2:00  TECTA Leadership Track Room 17 

8:00—1:00 Exhibits Open 

2 
Thu 

3 
Fri 

4 
Sat 

2023 Conference Schedule Overview 



Opening Session with Dr. Kimberly Johnson 

8:45-10:45 
Educators and Advocates as Everyday C.O.A.C.H.E.S 

Join Dr. Kim for a book signing immediately after her keynote 

This interactive General session will focus on intentional strategies and 

messages that will encourage stronger academic interactions and 

human relationships. So often, teachers become bogged down with all 

of the paperwork that constitutes working with families and children. 

However, in today’s climate we have to make human relationships a 

priority too. The more we can connect and become aware of our own 

strengths and cultural barometer – the more we can truly impact lives. Dr. 

Kimberly Johnson will share her experiences and encourage you to take 

the time to get to know your families from the inside out! This session will 

present common sense ways to increase creativity and resiliency among 

our learners. Participants will leave this invigorating session ready to 

increase positive behavior, self-efficacy, and improved communication. 

For some of our families YOU are their everyday COACHES! 

Public Policy Session with Dr. Dan Wuori 

12:45-2:15 
Glass Half Full: America’s Early Childhood Policy Landscape 

and Why Things Aren’t as Bad as They Seem 

With the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbating longstanding challenges 

within early childhood, it might be easy to despair the field’s current 

position. But there is also reason for hope. Join Dr. Dan Wuori, Senior 

Director of Early Learning at The Hunt Institute for a look at what’s next in 

Congress and how states across the nation may offer glimpses of a 

brighter future and valuable lessons for our Southern States.  

Friday, March 3, 2023 





SECA Outstanding Member Award Recipients  

 

SECA T. Berry Brazelton Friend of Children Award Recipient's 

President’s Award 

Celebrating Excellence in the South 



 

Recognizing excellence in the SECA States 

The Southern Early Childhood Association supports leadership development in our state affiliates 

and the development of exemplary early childhood projects throughout the south by providing 

financial support each year to selected persons and projects. 

 

Each year SECA presents awards that are designed to recognize exemplary efforts on behalf of 

SECA and the children and families of the south. 

Outstanding member - is presented each year by 

the SECA Board of Directors to recognize a SECA 

member who has contributed significantly to the 

organization. Nominations from the state affiliates 

are considered by the SECA Board of Directors and 

the recipient is selected by the board. Nominees for 

Outstanding SECA member should meet the 

following criteria: 1) a record of service to the 

organization, 2) a commitment to the mission of 

SECA, 3) a record of service at the state level and 4) 

recognition by his/her colleagues as a leader in the 

field 

2023 SECA Outstanding Member 

Jo Carroll has served in the 

field of Early Childhood 

Education since 1979 in a 

variety of positions. She 

believes that working for and 

with the youngest 

population to provide the 

best possible start in life is 

related to becoming a 

lifelong learner. Jo currently 

serves as a CASA volunteer 

in order to provide a voice for children within the 

foster care system. She also serves in a variety of 

volunteer positions at her church.  LAECA and SECA 

have been very important to Jo since the student 

organization at Louisiana Tech was started. She has 

served in a variety of positions within both 

organizations including President of LAECA from 

1985-1986 and President of SECA from 2018-2020.  

 

T. Berry Brazelton Friend of Children – is given at the 

annual conference to an individual who is a 

nationally recognized children’s advocate. 

Recipients are selected by vote of the SECA Board 

at the summer board meeting. Nominee should 

meet the following criteria: 1) have made a 

contribution nationally in the field advocacy and 2) 

have made a contribution in fostering the 

professional growth and development of early 

childhood professionals. 

2023 T. Berry Brazelton Friend of  

Children Recipient 

Dr. Rosemarie Allen has served 

as a leader in early childhood 

education for nearly 40 years. 

Her life's work is centered on 

ensuring children have access 

to high-quality early childhood 

programs that are 

developmentally and 

culturally appropriate.  She is 

currently an Associate 

Professor in the School of 

Education at the Metropolitan State University of 

Denver.  Her classes are focused on ensuring 

teachers are aware of how issues of equity, privilege, 

and power impact teaching practices.  Rosemarie 

has served in directorship roles with the Colorado 

Department of Human Services where she was 

responsible for the State’s child care licensing 

program, the federal child care assistance program, 

the redesign of the State’s quality rating and 

improvement system, the implementation of the 

State’s professional development plan, and assisted 

in the creation of Colorado’s early learning 

guidelines.  Rosemarie is a respected keynote 

speaker and has the distinct honor of being 

appointed as a “Global Leader” to represent the 

United States at World Conferences across the 

globe.   

Marion B. Hamilton Award – this award was created 

in honor of Marion B. Hamilton, a past president of 

the Southern Association on Children Under Six 

(SACUS), now SECA. Grants of $250 are awarded 

each year by designated states to strengthen local 

affiliates/chapters or to recognize outstanding 

leader ship. The criteria used by the state to make 

the selection are the following: Leadership, Initiative 

and Dedication. 



2023 SECA Award Recipients 

2023 Marian B. Hamilton Recipient 

The Rainbow Fleet Quality Enhancement Initiative 

(QEI) is a comprehensive training 

and technical assistance 

initiative that seeks to improve 

the quality of early care and 

education in licensed child care 

facilities across the state of 

Oklahoma. This program 

supports our mission at Rainbow 

Fleet to provide innovative, 

educational child development programs and 

services that enhance the quality of life for children, 

families, and child care professionals. 

Most importantly, the Quality Enhancement Initiative 

seeks to improve the quality of child care in 

Oklahoma. When the majority of a child’s day is 

spent in child care, the quality of that environment is 

critical to not only the health and safety of children, 

but also their cognitive, physical, and emotional 

development. The QEI program provides training 

and supports to Oklahoma early care and 

education professionals who have chosen to further 

their education by earning their Child Development 

Associate (CDA) credential.  

 

The QEI program has gone extra lengths to reach 

the Hispanic/Latino ECE professionals in Oklahoma. 

The QEI team translated the Pathways to CDA in 

Spanish and are offering—for the first time ever—

CDA classes and NAFCC Accreditation classes in 

Spanish with in-person, online, and hybrid formats to 

choose from, and at no cost to the provider. They 

are also providing coaches fluent in Spanish to offer 

technical assistant services for the Hispanic/Latino 

early care and education professionals.  

Through this initiative, providers across the state--

including Oklahoma’s marginalized communities-- 

will be able to acquire the knowledge and skill sets 

to meet the quality indicators to advance through 

the Stars program. Oklahoma providers will reach 

Star level five with QEI! 

 

 

 

 

The SCECA Team Training for the 

Future is an initiative implemented 

by Judy Whitesell, the SCECA 

Meeting Planner and Becky 

Wardlaw, the SCECA Executive 

Director. Both of these ladies 

have been actively involved in 

SCECA since the 1990s. They were 

mentored by Jeanne Greene 

and Cindy Galloway to take over 

the business, membership and conference planning 

side of running SCECA. Fast forward to the 2020s and 

it is time for others to take over the reins of running 

SCECA in the future.  Judy and Becky decided that 

the best way to find the next leaders was to 

implement a training program for all district and 

state officers. They have begun training the officers 

by teaching the ins and outs of running an 

organization as large as SCECA.  By training all 

officers, everyone understands the scope of what is 

involved and can decide what area they are best 

suited for and can volunteer to serve in that 

capacity.  Judy’s position of Conference Planner has 

now been divided into five different divisions. 

Becky’s position as Executive Director is being 

divided into two positions. Now there is a 

conference Planning Team and a Business 

Management Team. Both teams deal with different 

areas but all work together for a common goal. That 

goal is to continue the business of running SCECA 

and to continue mentoring future leaders from all of 

the early childhood community in the state.  SCECA 

is only as good as its leaders and we hope to 

continue being the premiere organization choice for 

the future early childhood leaders in South Carolina.  

 

 

You’re invited! Join us as we celebrate this year’s award winners! 
Friday, March 3rd from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the Marriott Plaza Ballroom 

Light hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served.  



 

 

Helen Harley Scholarship Recipient – the Helen 

Harley Memorial Scholarships were created an honor 

of Helen Harley, SACUS business manager from 1971 

to 1974. Mrs. Harley was from South Carolina and 

served as the first “official” business manager of the 

Association. Up to three scholarships are presented 

each year to individuals from designated states to 

assist him/her in attending the SECA conference for 

the first time. The scholarship consists of a stipend 

(set by the Board of Directors) and 

complementary conference registration. 

2023 Helen Harley Scholarship Recipients 

Sherry Curtis received her 

bachelors and master’s degrees 

from Liberty University. She works 

at Peake Childhood Center as a 

Curriculum Coordinator.  Prior to 

her role as Curriculum 

Coordinator, she worked as a 

Pre-Kindergarten and three-

year-old teacher at NASA Child 

Development Center. She has 

worked with children in center-

based care as well as residential 

mental health facilities. Sherry has served as a Court 

Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) for young 

children, and she is currently an active Girl Scout 

leader.  

 

Tiffany Gale is the Owner and 

Director of Mis Tiffany's Early 

Childhood Education House in 

Weirton, WV. She began her 

work with children as a Preschool 

Teacher at Play and Learn 

Christian Child Care Center in 

Columbus, Ohio in 2010. It was 

there she fell in love with early 

care and education and 

dedicated her life to it. She 

graduated with an Associates Degree in Early 

Childhood Education from Columbus State 

Community College in 2016 and has continued her 

studies at West Virginia University. She decided to 

open her own Family Child Care Facility in 2019 and 

is in the process of renovating a commercial space 

to turn into her first Child Care Center, Miss Tiffany's 

School for Young Children. Tiffany is a Board Member 

of the West Virginia Association of Young Children, is 

a Founding Member and Secretary of the Hancock 

and Brooke Young Professionals, is a Chamber 

Ambassador of the Weirton Area Chamber of 

Commerce, and is the Secretary of the Weirton 

Heights Rotary Club. It is through all of these avenues 

she is passionately dedicated to her local 

community and children in that community. 

 

Phil Acord Award – SECA has been very fortunate to 

have highly dedicated and passionate men who 

have supported the Association's efforts in improving 

quality and advocating for young children 

throughout the South. Established in 2017 to honor 

Phil Acord of TN for his service to the children and 

families of the South and to recognize outstanding 

contributions by men to the field of early childhood 

education.  

2023 Phil Acord  Recipient 

Anthony Creasy joined 

McKendree Daycare as a 

preschool teacher in 2009 

then moved into a new role 

as the center Atelierista and 

Pedagogical Coach in 

2018.  At the end of 2020, 

the founding director 

retired, and Anthony 

stepped into the role of 

Director. He brings his exceptional skills as a 

provocative early educator, his knowledge and 

understanding of developmentally appropriate and 

progressive early childhood education programing, 

and his strong gifts in leadership and communication 

to the McKendree Team. Anthony has earned both 

an AAS in Early Childhood Education, and a BS in 

Liberal Studies with a concentration in 

Communications and Child Development, and is an 

active participating collaborator in the Middle 

Tennessee ECE community. 

 

Anthony is serving as the Vice-President of TACEE  

 

 

 
 

2023 SECA Award Recipients 



This annual event is one of the most popular features of our conference and will 

support our student groups and chapters in the future. All proceeds from the Silent 

Auction will be placed in the Dr. Janie Humphries Student Leadership Development 

Fund to be distributed to our state affiliates to support our students and emerging 

leaders. This year we’re going online, so stop by throughout the day to bid on a 

variety of items ! 

March 3rd from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Glenda Bean Award – This award was created in 

honor of Glenda Bean of Arkansas who served as 

SECA Executive Director from 1998-2017. Before 

coming to SECA, Glenda was the Director of the 

Division of Child Care and Early Childhood 

Education for the state of Arkansas. Glenda guided 

SECA through her excellence in governance and 

management throughout her time at SECA.  

2023 Glenda Bean Recipient 

Cindy Galloway has been a 

SECA member for well over 

30 years. She was 

instrumental is helping to 

guide SCECA for years and 

mentored many of those of 

us who are currently serving 

in leadership of the South 

Carolina Early Childhood 

Association today. She 

previously served as 

SCECA's President in 1994-95 and again 2001-02. 

Cindy was also awarded the SCECA mentoring 

award in 2003. Cindy served as our state 

representative to SECA for 6 years. Cindy worked for 

Horry County Schools in Conway, SC as a 5 yr old 

public kindergarten teacher for 30 years. She then 

moved to Horry-Georgetown Technical College to 

teach in the Early Childhood Education program for 

several years. Now she serves as a certified trainer 

and works with SC First Steps. 

President’s Award - is presented at the annual 

conference to a state advocate. (This year  

Louisiana selected the recipient.) Recipients should 

meet the following criteria: 1) have made a 

contribution at the state level in the field of 

advocacy and 2) have made a contribution in 

fostering the professional growth and development 

of early childhood professionals. 

 

2023 President’s Award Recipient 

Stephanie Lippert recently completed her second 

term on the Oklahoma Association for the Education 

of Young Children’s (OKAEYC) Board as their public 

policy advocate.  Since getting her MSW with a 

focus on policy and systems, her passion has been to 

create impact on individuals through changes in 

agency policy or legislation.  For 20 years Stephanie 

has worked with communities and early childhood 

systems across Oklahoma 

to improve outcomes for 

young children.  Most 

recently she was with the 

Oklahoma Child Care 

Resource & Referral 

Association (OCCRRA), the 

state’s managing network 

for the state’s eight 

regional agencies.  In the 

summer of 2022, OCCRRA 

dissolved, and managing 

the work of CCR&R moved under the administration 

of the Oklahoma Partnership for School Readiness 

(OSPR). 

Today, Stephanie is the Director of Operations for 

OPSR, the state’s Early Childhood Advisory Council 

and coordinating entity for all early childhood 

systems and programs to promote school readiness.  

She started her career in community systems work for 

OPSR in 2003 and is thrilled to be back to enhance 

the coordination of early childhood systems and 

programs to better serve Oklahoma’s youngest 

citizens.  

In addition, Stephanie spends her time as a founding 

member of the Deer Creek Parent Legislative Action 

Committee, whose committed to promoting policies 

that strengthen, support and protect the Oklahoma 

public school system.  Stephanie and her husband 

stay busy with their three children, 14yr, 11yr, and 9yr, 

and their out of school activities.   



2023 Leadership Summit 
This is a pre-registered event. Check with the registration desk to determine if space is still available 

 

Part 1  

Thursday, March 2nd: TECTA Leadership  

10:00 am – 12:00 pm        

“Stand Up and Stand Out”  
Lisa Maddox-Vinson- Debbie Dillard- Shavone White, Tennessee Early Childhood Training Alliance, 

Leadership Advisors for Tennessee 

Standing up for what we believe in doesn’t always come easy, especially when we don’t know 

where or how to start. However, speaking up and standing up for the things that matter to the Early 

Childhood Field is an important cause.  Believe it or not, this can make the world a better place. As 

leaders in this field, we must stand up and Stand out!   

 

Part 2 

Thursday, March 2nd 

1:30 pm – 3:30 pm  

Establishing a Department of Early Learning at the local government level 

Representatives from the Chattanooga Mayor’s office, Head Start, early childhood learning 

programs and other guests will discuss how the Department of Early Learning, in the City of 

Chattanooga was formed including their purpose, goals and members.  We hope that their 

discussion will inspire others to start the conversation in their own communities to start up their own 

department of early learning.   

Thank you Chattanooga Just for Students!  

Brenda Langston and Kelly Tivey 

Lunch will be provided, your student ribbon is your ticket! 

Outdoor play provides some of the most magical experiences in childhood. However, today 

children are inside more. They are plugged in and trapped on devices. Children are becoming 

more dependent instead of independent. It is up to those who work with them daily to create fun 

outdoor experiences, so they can become those independent, unplugged decision-makers they 

were intended to be. Outdoor experiences can offer some of the most magical times for 

imaginations to expand and learning to prosper. How can we revive a seemingly lost art of outside 

play? Come see some great pictures to inspire ideas for your outdoor space and hear why this 

phenomenon is more important for today’s children than any generation before. 

 

Looking for more Leadership opportunities? Check out the  

TECTA Leadership track on Friday and Saturday in Meeting Room 17! 



Join our experts to learn how to write for our 

refereed journal, Dimensions of Early Childhood, 

and how to submit for consideration  as a 

reviewer of manuscripts. Dr. Wilma Roblez de 

Melendez (Editor) and members of the SECA 

Editorial Committee will share their expertise.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday, March 3 | 11:30-12:30 

Meeting Room 9 

Share your knowledge with Dimensions: 

Calling authors and reviewers.  

If you are an author and would like to 

publish with Dimensions, come and join this 

session. This session also provides details for those interested in 

serving as reviewers for Dimensions. Join us! 

 
Friday, March 3 | 2:30-4:30 

Meeting Room 9 

Resilience, Reflections, and Pathways for the Future in Early 

Childhood- Panel with authors of Dimensions 2023 Special Issue 

In this panel, authors of the articles in Dimensions’ 2023 special 

issue share their views about the implications of resilience in 

programs serving young children and their families. The discussion 

will engage participants to share their ideas and to learn more 

about Dimensions.  

We Need You!  

2023 SECA Editorial Committee 
 

 

Wilma Robles de Melendez, Editor, Ph.D. 

Diane Bales, Ph.D.  
Beverly Gilbert Boals, Ed.D 

 

 

Dina Treff, Committee Chair 

Zlata Stanovic-Ramirez, Ph.D. 

Karen Walker, Ed.D.  

Kenya Wolff, Ph.D. 



Thursday, March 2, 2023 

7:30-8:30 a.m. 

Addressing the Aftermath of the COVID Pandemic for Young Teachers, Young Children, and their 

Families. 

Presenter(s): Julie Parker 

Room: Meeting Room 2 

Recognizing that traumatic experiences are linked to behavioral and developmental outcomes, the 

education professional can create a trauma informed environment, thus preventing instructional 

practices that further traumatize the child and family. Trauma-informed practice involves a systemic 

understanding of the impact of traumatic stress and common reactions to trauma as demonstrated by 

young children with and without disabilities (Ko,et al., 2008). Education professionals should understand 

how trauma can affect the responses of preschool and early school age children and their families and 

the impact trauma may have on interventions and instructional strategies. 

Celebrating Diversity through Literature -Read Aloud 

Presenter:  Crystal Campbell 

Room: Meeting Room 4 

SECA Conversation for Change recommended session 

Participants will explore rich literature that celebrates Diversity,  Equity, and Inclusion. This session will 

also share why read alouds are so important for building vocabulary and comprehension skills. 

STEM, STEAM and 21st Century Block Play 

Presenter(s): Jeff Whittaker 

Room: Meeting Room 7  

This is also a virtual session and will be live streamed for virtual attendees 

A properly designed block center provides key skill development opportunities such as; creativity, 

communication, critical thinking and collaboration. It also provides a platform for social development, 

physical development, STEM, STEAM, and creative expression. In this hands-on workshop participants 

will learn how various block play materials including magnetic building systems are playing a key role in 

changing the way we think about block play in the 21st century preschool classroom. 

Tell it Once…Tell it Again 

Presenter:  Judy Whitesell 

Room: Meeting Room 8 

Read-alouds and storytelling are excellent avenues to promoting and encouraging young children's 

language development and comprehension skills. Come join us as we prime our skills to enhance 

opportunities for young children.  

8:45-10:45 a.m. 

Reducing Teacher Burnout: Social Emotional Learning 

Presenter(s): Tracy Weston  

Room: Meeting Room 3 



"Social emotional learning (SEL) is a methodology that helps teachers and students to better 

comprehend their emotions, to feel those emotions fully, and demonstrate empathy for others. These 

learned behaviors are then used to help individuals make positive, responsible decisions; create 

frameworks to achieve their goals, and build positive relationships with others.  This workshop will give 

participants an opportunity to learn the affects of SEL and how it can help in hiring and retaining staff.  

SEL is beneficial to adults, increasing self-awareness, relationship building among colleagues, and 

positive behaviors both in and out of the classroom. On a more individual level, the skills learned within 

an SEL program have been shown to help individuals better cope with emotional stress, solve problems, 

and avoid burnout which can lead to stressful and harmful behaviors. 

 

"Got Conflict? Let's Create a Solution! 

Presenter(s): Amy Eddy, Jeri Lynne Knight, Terri Teters 

Room: Meeting Room 4 

Do you feel like you’re drowning in conflict? Has it disrupted your work environment? Join us as we 

identify underlying issues, explore solutions, and practice creating/implementing new policies and 

procedures. 

This session will address the fasting growing homeless population in the United States which is children 

under the age of 6.  Early Childhood Educators are in a unique position to work with these families.  We 

will discuss how to identify and support these families in the classroom.  Participants will learn more 

about what homelessness looks like and learn strategies to help identify children and families who may 

be facing homelessness.  Participants will gain an understanding of how to support families in the 

classroom during unfortunate times. 

11:00-12:00 p.m. 

What's the Big Idea in Counting? 

Presenter(s): Sherry Howard 

Room: Meeting Room 3 

This session is based on Doug Clements research that states that mathematics is a highly sequential 

domain in which certain ideas and skills must be learned before others. Teachers who understand the 

developmental progressions for each major topic of mathematics and sequence activities based on them 

are far more effective and efficient. This session will look at the developmental continuum of counting 

and practice using hands-on activities for teachers to take back to their classrooms. 

Children and families are increasingly diverse. Cultural migration to America continues to be something 

many communities are adjusting to. In Child Care and Early Education, this diversity is seen in our 

classrooms everyday.  

Advantages of Joining a Professional Early Childhood Association like SECA 

SECA Fossils, Board & Members 

Room: Meeting Room 7 



This session will present all the reasons one should join SECA.  You will hear it directly from SECA 

members who are excited to share their experiences.  Come join like-minded people to build 

connections 

Creating Anti-Racist Early Childhood Programs 

Presenter(s): Alyssa Dituro 

Room: Meeting Room 8 

SECA Conversation for Change recommended session 

As our world continues to change, those who work with the youngest and most impressionable 

population must make every effort to move towards a more equitable and just world. Join us as we 

discuss early childhood education's history and the disparities many of our children face. Participants 

will have thought-provoking conversations on how to be a changemaker in their community and for the 

BIPOC children in their life.  

1:00-2:00 p.m. 

Supporting Children Impacted by Immigration Detention and Deportation 

Presenter(s): Milagros Lozano 

Room: Meeting Room 3 

SECA Conversation for Change recommended session 

Children’s parents’ deportation and its negative effects are not unfounded. Children and their families 

have witnessed arrests and the sudden separation from their parent or a loved one due to ICE raids and 

immigration deportation.  This session relates to the trauma of parent-child separation as it relates to 

the United States Immigration Customs Enforcement, its impact on child development stages, and how 

to support children and their families. 

The Intersection of Education & Poverty: Strategies Reaching All Learners 

Presenter(s): Stephanie Watts, Pamela Randall 

Room: Meeting Room 4 

This session will briefly review the most current research on poverty and how it affects children, ages 

birth to age 10, in a variety of early childhood settings. Research-based instructional strategies will be 

presented and discussed in order to provide early childhood educators with the most effective tools in 

reaching ALL learners while also keeping poverty in mind. 

 

 

Restructuring Administrative Roles & Responsibilities 

Presenter(s): Amy Kay 

Room: Meeting Room 7  

This is also a virtual session and will be live streamed for virtual attendees 

In this session, you will hear about challenges, struggles, and brainstorming that resulted in a more 

clearly defined administrative structure for one childcare facility.  This could be just what is needed if 

you are ready to reimagine and even redesign your current administrative roles and responsibilities and 



have at least one administrator working alongside you.  Come with an open mind and ready to hear 

others experiences and work on coming up with creative solutions together. 

Self-Directed Learning for Early Childhood Educator Staff 

Presenter(s): Rebecca Aslinger 

Room: Meeting Room 8 

Andragogy is the study of Adult Learning. Children are not the only ones learning in the classroom. 

During times of disruption, like COVID-19, adults continue to learn and better their practice. in this 

session you will learn how and also ways to improve your own self-directed learning. Directors will learn 

ways to support their staff to be life long learners. 

2:15-4:15 p.m. 

Supporting Executive Function Development through Play in the Early Childhood Classroom 

Presenter(s): Anil Karim, Amna Khalid 

Room: Meeting Room 3 

Early learning programs that intentionally support the development of executive function skills in 

addition to supporting cognitive development provide the best environment for long-term development 

and academic learning. Promoting executive function skills within early education is key to building 

resilience and reducing the substantial opportunity gaps that separate disadvantaged children from their 

more advantaged peers. 

Playing with STEM: Teaching Strategies for Thinking Like an Engineer with Preschoolers 

Presenter(s): Amy Berens 

Room: Meeting Room 4 

Come play with STEM and learn how play-based investigations with science, technology, engineering, 

and math help children become resilient problem-solvers using the Engineering Design Process. 

Powerful Play...for Teachers 

Presenter(s): Kathy Young 

Room: Meeting Room 7  

This is also a virtual session and will be live streamed for virtual attendees 

Do you feel tired, irritable, or have no energy by the end of the day? Do you wonder how long you can 

continue with the work that you do for children? If these questions bother you, or you often find 

yourself staring out the window longing to be at the beach, this session is for you! This lively session is 

based on research which shows that being playful ourselves can help to relieve the effects of stress and 

burnout. We know how good play can be for children. Come find your own fun and learn what play can 

do for you! 

 

 

 



4:30-5:30 p.m. 

Translanguaging-Providing a Microphone to the Silenced Voice in Kindergarten Seminar 

Presenter(s): Julie Stensland 

Room: Meeting Room 2 

How do you feel when someone is speaking another language that you do not understand? As a teacher, 

that can be very challenging with multilingual students.  But we want to offer a solution. Forget 

translation and embrace translanguaging! We embrace heritage language at our Paideia School for 

Creative Thinking and we want to share how easy it is to step right into a world that encourages 

multilingual voices to question, clarify and understand content through reading, writing, speaking and 

listening. Our goal in this session is to share what we have learned about the benefits of translanguaging 

with our kindergarten students this year in our content seminars, our schoolwide monthly seminars, 

during our workshop time and centers.  We celebrate language and our multilingual students use their 

voice in a supportive environment. This session will be full of ideas you can take back to your own 

classrooms and try out with your students. 

Children's Literature as the Pathway to Resilience 

Presenter(s): Marla Pankratz 

Room: Meeting Room 4 

This session will be full of hands-on, interactive activities allowing participants to engage in the activities. 

Join us for a humorous, heart-warming presentation full of hands-on experiences to support joyful 

learning. Early childhood professionals must guide children as they acquire and apply knowledge, skills, 

and attitudes of resilience. Children’s literature provides an engaging vehicle for jump-starting the 

learning experiences. 

SECA Annual Business Meeting 

Room: Meeting Room 7 

Each year at our annual conference we offer an opportunity to meet with Affiliate presidents, their 

board members, representatives to SECA, SECA Officers, president-elect, staff and members in good 

standing. This year we will provide an opportunity for members to join us virtually during our Annual 

Business Meeting Zoom call on Thursday, March 2nd at 4:30 PM EST/5:30 CST .  The Zoom link will be 

sent out to all current members and you will be asked to register for this meeting.  Thank you for your 

continued support and we look forward to continue to serve you. 

The Power of Play:  Supporting All Types of Play 

Presenter(s): Gwen Robertson 

Room: Meeting Room 8 

"The Power of Play - Supporting all types of play" is a session that reflects on using observations to meet 

the play needs of the child.  There are 16 varieties of play styles for teachers to become familiar with.  

Teachers should be prepared to support different types of play, individually, at the same time, or as they 

flow from one to another play style and back again.  This session intends to challenge teacher’s way of 

thinking and encourage them to critically reflect on their practice, the types of play in their current 

program, and how they can extend the children's play further. Play is a child's way of learning so let's 

improve the way we support play. 



Friday, March 3, 2023 

7:30-8:30 a.m. 

Advocating for Family Child Care:  Addressing the Child Care Desert 

Presenter(s): Karen Thompson 

Room: Meeting Room 2 

Have you ever considered owning your own family child care home?  Considered being an 

entrepreneur?  Desired to learn how to advocate about the need for quality early care and education in 

your community?  Then this is the session for you!  We will be discussing how the recent pandemic 

demonstrated that many parts of the country are experiencing a child care desert, and how local family 

child care, with the accompanying lower ratios and home setting, is a great fit for many families, while 

providing high quality care and education.  Strategies for partnering with other early childhood 

programs and settings such as wrap around care or infants and toddler care will be shared. 

Using Sign Language as an Effective Tool for Behavior Management 

Presenter(s): Dina Treff, Lillie Watson, Laura Durham 

Room: Meeting Room 3 

Behavior management in the Preschool Classroom often requires a variety of methods and strategies. As 

we learned and implemented the use of ASL in our classroom to communicate with a child with hearing 

loss, we also noticed that we could use ASL to communicate with children in a "silent" way to modify or 

proactively address their behavior. 

Intentional Play 

Presenter(s): Kathy Banks 

Room: Meeting Room 4 

Intentionally planning, documenting and supporting play to reflect, build resilience and create a 

pathway to the future for young children.  This session provides a road map to teacher success. 

Outlining intentional teaching and play instruction in a whole new way, this session eases the anxiety 

and stress of planning an environment and schedule for early toddlers and preschoolers. 

Strategies for Improving Social, Communication, and Behavioral Skills for Students with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder in Early Childhood Education 

Presenter(s): Kathryn Gentry 

Room: Meeting Room 7  

This is also a virtual session and will be live streamed for virtual attendees 

Around 1.9% of children in the United States have autism spectrum disorder (ADS), which can impair 

their social, communication, and behavioral skills (Center for Disease Control, 2020). No cure for autism 

spectrum disorder (ADS) exists. This conference session will identify and describe strategies, such as 

redirecting, assimilating interests, visual cues, and predictable routines educators can implement to 

promote a stable environment in which children with autism spectrum disorder (ADS) can lead happy, 

safe, and successful lives. 



IECMH and the Early Childhood Leader:  A Necessary Partnership 

Presenter(s): Beth Huber 

Room: Meeting Room 8 

Research continually show us the that early years are critical for brain development. Healthy, stable and 

secure relationships are necessary for optimal development to occur. The world continues to reel from 

the recent pandemic, and the resulting stress has had undue impact on relationships. Presenters Beth 

Huber and Alyssa Dituro believe that it is beneficial for the leaders of early childhood programs to 

promote the necessity of Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health (IECMH) education. Understanding 

IECMH  and relational care can help leaders support the professionals and families, which in turn will 

benefit the children. Several SECA states have AIMH's (Association of Infant Mental Health 

organizations) that provide training, resources and mental health endorsement opportunities. Beth 

currently works for AIMHiTN and is a former childcare director.  Alyssa serves as the Executive Director 

of the McNeilly Center for Children in Nashville. They have a shared vision of supporting leaders through 

the endorsement journey. Join Beth and Alyssa as they share their passion for IECMH and endorsement. 

Monitoring for Understanding 

Presenter(s): Sandra Hutson 

Room: Meeting Room 9 

Comprehension strategies are conscious plans — sets of steps that good readers and listeners use to 

make sense of text. Comprehension strategy instruction helps students become purposeful, active 

readers and listeners who can use strategies to monitor understanding.  These strategies have research-

based evidence for improving text comprehension. Reading comprehension is now thought to be a 

process that is interactive, strategic, and adaptable for each reader. Reading comprehension is not 

learned immediately, it is a process that is learned over time. In other words, monitoring understanding 

takes practice. 

Reimagining Campus-Based Child Care Administration in Response to COVID-19 

Presenter(s): Susan Clark, Crystal Rutland 

Room: Meeting Room 11 

In light of America’s campus-based child care and general child care crises, the proposed session will 

explore one campus-based childcare center’s experience in re-envisioning their administrative structure 

and mission in response to the COVID-19 pandemic amidst chronic staffing shortages. A review of 

administrative structures common for campus-based childcare will serve as the foundation for the 

discussion of how other centers, both campus-based and private facilities, may engage with a similar 

process. Inventories to assess staff strengths and interests will be explored, as well as funding streams 

that might support similar processes across other centers. Staff buy-in and collaboration will be 

reviewed as key points for success. In hearing of one center’s experience in dramatically shifting its 

administrative structure to align in an increasingly focused way on its historical mission, participants will 

be motivated to re-envision their own leadership roles and practices to maximize staff recruitment, 

retention, and wellbeing, all of which promote the health and longevity of child care as a profession and 

essential service for America’s workforce. 



Outdoor Play: Creating an Outdoor Learning Environment on a "Shoe-String" Budget 

Presenter(s): Kelly Carmody, Mary Hannah Mills, Dr. Louise E. Davis 

Room: Meeting Room 16 

Play is essential for children's growth and development. Outdoor play offers children freedom to 

explore, use their senses, and promote physical development. When creating outdoor play spaces for 

young children, cost can often be a barrier. Outdoor Play: Creating an Outdoor Learning Environment on 

a "Shoe-String" Budget will introduce ways to create developmentally appropriate learning experiences 

on a "shoe-string" budget. Attendees will learn how to recycle and upcycle materials to create and 

promote outdoor learning. 

Diving Deep into the Equity Issues 

Presenter(s): Jennifer Neitzel 

Room: Meeting Room 17 

Sponsored by TECTA Leadership Team/ Advisors 

SECA Conversation for Change recommended session 

The focus of this session will be to provide a background about current equity-related issues in early 

childhood. Administrators will also be provided with strategies for supporting teachers as they begin to 

implement strategies designed to address racial inequities within early learning programs.  

11:30-12:30 p.m. 

What's The Big Idea Sorting and Patterning 

Presenter(s): Jennifer Cluley 

Room: Meeting Room 2 

Research shows that teachers often do not understand the importance of building a solid Math 

foundation in preschoolers. Mathematics is a highly sequential domain in which certain ideas and skills 

must be learned before others. Teachers who understand the developmental progressions for each 

major topic of mathematics and sequence activities based on them are far more effective and efficient. 

Participants will think about the Math developmental continuum as the big idea around sorting and 

patterning is discussed to understand the needs of their individual children. Each activity can be adapted 

based on children’s skill level.  

Today I Think I'll T.E.A.C.H 

Presenter(s): Dr. Kim Johnson 

Room: Meeting Room 3 

This interactive workshop will talk about the importance of balancing our teaching and learning 

processes. Through a creative approach toward literacy, we can begin to teach our children to 

appreciate challenges and love to learn. This workshop will show how talking positive can lead to 

cognitive and creative strength that can ultimately foster more focused literacy based success in the 

setting.  

DO COVID Babies Talk Less? 

Presenter(s): Colleen Haddad 

Room: Meeting Room 4 



Over the past decade, peer-reviewed research studies have linked conversational turns to improved 

socioemotional development, executive functioning, reading skill, and brain development. The greater 

the quantity of turns, the better the child outcomes. However, independent studies from researchers at 

LENA and at Brown University have arrived at remarkably similar and stark findings: Babies born during 

the COVID-19 pandemic are vocalizing less and experiencing less interactive talk with adults than their 

pre-pandemic peers, suggesting they may be at greater risk of experiencing language delays. In this 

session, we will explore the latest early talk research, concrete strategies for increasing interactions, and 

how to use interactive talk to build positive adult-child relationships. 

Building a Foundation for Faith through Five Biblical Experiences 

Presenter(s): Karan Marshall 

Room: Meeting Room 7  

This is also a virtual session and will be live streamed for virtual attendees 

Faith-based programs have many approaches and sometimes those programs have concerns about what 

kind of curriculum to use. In this session, a developmentally appropriate approach call Biblical 

Experiences will be explored as a framework for faith-based curriculums. 

The CDA Credential: A Viable Program for Career Pathways 

Presenter(s): Sandra Kowalchek 

Room: Meeting Room 8 

In this session, you will learn the process & benefits for administrators, directors, teachers and others 

seeking to utilize the Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential as a career pathway for high school 

students. You will explore the benefits for administrators, faculty and students; learn about the CDA 

assessment and credentialing process, and tips for success! Information will also be shared about new 

Council initiatives, such as the Council's Child Development Associate (CDA) Handbook for High School: A 

Guide to Advocacy and Implementation -- that includes planning/design tools, resources, and instruction 

to create a sustainable High School CTE/CDA program; and, the Council's new CTE/CDA technical 

assistance initiative. The CDA is the most widely recognized credential in early childhood education. 

Earning a CDA while in high school jump-starts successful careers and channels faculty expertise! 

Share your Knowledge with Dimensions: Calling Authors and Reviewers. 

Presenter(s): Wilma Robles de Melendez, Editor, Ph.D. and members of the Editorial Committee  

Room: Meeting Room 9 

If you are an author and would like to publish with Dimensions, come and join this session. This session 

also provides details for those interested in serving as reviewers for Dimensions. Join us! 

Movement Powers Learning 

Presenter(s): Preston Blackburn 

Room: Meeting Room 10 

Communication is key to learning.  Whether we are reading, writing, speaking gesturing, using body 

language or facial expressions.  But every one of these skills relies on a physical movement. If our bodies 

are weak, how can we have success communicating?  In this session we will take a peek at two sensory 

systems that are foundational to communicating and take a peek at three strengths that are vital to 

communicating, then connect all of them to big body physical play. 



Leading During Ambiguity: Taking Care of You 

Presenter(s): Jane Humphries 

Room: Meeting Room 11 

This session will assist early childhood leaders as they reel from the changing landscape of the pandemic 

and its impact on the program, children, families—and their own mental health. It is the purpose of this 

presentation to assist participants with skills and supports that strengthen not only themselves but the 

relationships that they have when working with staff, young children and their families, as they care for 

them each day 

SECA Conversations for Change 

Presenter(s): Brigitte Willis, Judy Whitesell 

Room: Meeting Room 16 

Join us to engage in meaningful, rich, non-judgmental, safe conversations in an attempt to grow 

individually and to explore how we can use our platforms to ensure all children and families receive the 

respect and acceptance they deserve regardless of skin color. We will hear personal stories from a panel 

of diverse perspectives that have begun the path to changing perceptions regarding anti-racists beliefs. 

We will share some valuable resources and plant ideas for you to use with the children you teach.  

Employee Interview : How to Craft Interview Experiences That Align With Your Vision and Values 

Presenter(s): Beth Cannon of Beth Cannon Speaks 

Room: Meeting Room 17 

Sponsored by TECTA Leadership Team/ Advisors 

It’s still critical that you carefully select the right candidates, know how to screen before the interview, 

ask the right questions, look for clues in answers and body language, and select a team who will be 

quality, focused team players. 

Learn how you set the stage for a great long-term relationship with employees who share your mission 

2:30-4:30 p.m. 

Managing Multiple Priorities for Early Childhood Professionals 

Presenter(s): Kit SaizdeLaMora 

Room: Meeting Room 2 

In this session participants will identify daily activities that are demanding too much attention, explore 

common misconceptions of time, examine personal characteristics of time use, and develop personal 

strategies for effective prioritizing. 

Building Quality With The Power of Reflection and Inquiry 

Presenter(s): Bonnie Darlene Faucette 

Room: Meeting Room 4 

This session will help teachers of all age groups learn how to include reflective practices and inquiry-

based teaching practices to enhance teaching practices. By doing this the teachers will be able to build 

quality in classrooms that will in turn increase classroom scores on assessments. Change does not 

happen overnight. It is built through classroom practices and teaching skills to increase learning through 



play. This session will empower those that work with children to reflect and use inquiry systems to help 

all children in the classroom and meet their developmental needs. This session will provide hands-on 

experiences to build inquiry skills and leave with skills that can be applied in the classroom. 

Literacy Activities to Encourage Friendships and Relationships in Early Education 

Presenter(s): Connie Stout O'Dell 

Room: Meeting Room 7 

This is also a virtual session and will be live streamed for virtual attendees 

In our conference session, Literacy Activities to Encourage Friendships and Relationships in Early 

Education, our Glenville State University Early Education Student Group, as well as its faculty advisors, 

will share a variety of hands on learning activities to enhance and encourage young children’s 

development of healthy friendships and relationships.  Connections to children’s literature will be 

shared.  The presenters will share activities for connecting children’s literature to strengthen friendships 

and relationships including prosocial skills, playing and working together, and relationship building and 

resilience.  Family engagement activities will also be shared. Activities will be interactive and 

developmentally appropriate for preschool and kindergarten aged children.  Handouts will be available.  

The content will be developed under the close guidance, collaboration and support of the college 

student group’s advisors and a public school partner teacher. 

TEAM - Creating a TEAM Environment through Leadership 

Presenter(s): Judy Prine, Gena Puckett, Laura Harry, Jo Carroll 

Room: Meeting Room 8 

Creating a TEAM environment though leadership. Presenters will provide attendees with some 

techniques through activities to enhance a TEAM environment. 

Resilience, Reflections, and Pathways for the Future in Early Childhood- Panel with Authors of 

Dimensions 2023 Special Issue 

Presenter(s): Wilma Robles de Melendez, Editor, Ph.D. and members of the Editorial Committee 

Room: Meeting Room 9 

In this panel, authors of the articles in Dimensions’ 2023 special issue share their views about the 

implications of resilience in programs serving young children and their families. The discussion will 

engage participants to share their ideas and to learn more about Dimensions. 

Lights, Camera, Action! How to Integrate the Performing Arts into Your Early Childhood Classroom 

Presenter(s): Shana Milligan 

Room: Meeting Room 11 

This session will be interactive and carefree while informative as teachers learn to incorporate the 

performing arts in the classroom. Teachers will leave with more breadth of fun ideas and activities to 

use successfully with young children. 

Beyond Ever After -- Building Connections Through Picture Books & STEAM Learning 

Presenter(s): Diane Schnoor 

Room: Meeting Room 16 



Beyond Ever After! Learn how to build connections between multicultural fractured fairy and folk tales, 

authentic STEAM experiences, and the curriculum using materials you already have in your early 

childhood or elementary setting. You'll explore strategies to get your students fully engaged and 

wanting to learn more; and walk away with a new perspective on traditional stories and their fractured 

cousins, as well as strategies and ideas guaranteed to awaken your sense of wonder and to help you 

immediately build science and STEAM connections in your early childhood, elementary, or library 

setting. Learn how to connect science and math to  literacy, oral communication, gross motor skills, and 

dramatic and artistic play.  

2:30-3:30 p.m. 

Caring for Me is Caring for You - Supporting Staff Wellbeing  

Presenter(s): Becky Haas 

Room: Meeting Room 17 

Sponsored by TECTA Leadership Team/ Advisors 

As frontline service providers, early childhood educators support children and families who have 

experienced or are experiencing trauma of some kind.  As a result, these professionals often experience 

compassion fatigue and secondary trauma.  In this session, we will define compassion fatigue, and 

secondary trauma and provide tips to early childhood educators and managers to practice better self-

care and support staff to reduce the effects of on-the-job exposure to trauma.   

3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Creating Trauma-Informed, Resilient-Focused Early Childhood Education 

Presenter(s): Becky Haas 

Room: Meeting Room 17 

Sponsored by TECTA Leadership Team/ Advisors 

Early childhood educators understand that a child's life outside of the classroom matters.  Becoming a 

trauma-informed, resilient-focused early childhood program is not about knowing the stories of a child's 

hardship but rather equipping professionals to deal with the lingering effects of trauma and help 

children not only heal but to flourish in classroom settings.   

Saturday, March 4, 2023 

7:30-8:30 a.m. 

Showing What they Know: Authentic Assessment of Young Dual Language Learners through Play 

Presenter(s): Douglas Bell 

Room: Meeting Room 2 

Come have fun learning to use developmentally appropriate assessment for young dual language 

learners toddler through preschool aged. We will explore a  play based approach to assessment that can 

be used in your classrooms right away with the materials you already have. Use play to determine the 

development levels, concepts and skills learned, and language proficiency of all young children 

(including those who are linguistically and culturally diverse). We will use hands on practice in the 

session so you can implement the strategies when you get back to your program. 



Executive Function Development in Early Childhood: Results from an Executive Function- Focused 

Program in Preschool 

Presenter(s): Amber Brown, Anil Karim 

Room: Meeting Room 3 

Executive function skills do not develop automatically in children without opportunity for practice. Early 

learning programs that intentionally support the development of executive function skills in addition to 

supporting cognitive development provide the best environment for long-term development and 

academic learning. Promoting executive function skills within early education is key to reducing the 

substantial gaps in school readiness and later achievement that separate disadvantaged children from 

their more advantaged peers. This presentation will give teachers, staff, directors, and administrators an 

overview of the importance of executive function development in young children and review the impact 

an executive-function focused classroom-based intervention. In addition, this session will examine the 

results of a study whose purpose was to evaluate the impact of an executive function-focused early 

education program on the executive functions and student achievement of young children. 

Outsmart the Wiggles: Big Body Play for Learning Success 

Presenter(s): Preston Blackburn 

Room: Meeting Room 4 

When kids wiggle, act distracted, and can’t control their bodies, it is hard for them to focus and learn.  

More often than not, however, it is movement, in the form of big body physical play, that helps kids sit 

still and attend. Through play and physical activity, kids learn self-regulation and self-control as well as 

how to control their bodies so when it is time to sit in school, at their desk, in circle time, or transition 

smoothly they can.  And when we give kids the chance to build all kinds of strengths and skills through 

physical play, they build confidence in what they can do on the playground, in the classroom, and in life.   

Building Pathways for the Future: Family Literacy as a Tool to Combat Poverty 

Presenter(s): Michelle Brunson 

Room: Meeting Room 7  

This is also a virtual session and will be live streamed for virtual attendees 

This session describes our experience implementing family literacy events in multiple rural settings 

across our state targeting families living in poverty in order to increase their access to literacy materials 

and provide parent education for facilitating early literacy skills at home. 

Maximizing Your Playground Real Estate for Resilience and Pathways to the Future 

Presenter(s): Nancy Alexander 

Room: Meeting Room 9 

We know that outdoor time supports physical development. Find out how you can support children’s 

skills and abilities in domains other than just physical. 

The Intermingled Curriculum 

Presenter(s): Janet Chambers 

Room: Meeting Room 10 



Does your curriculum need a sparkly spring clean? Learn how to set up a customized, high quality, 

developmentally appropriate, successful curriculum from scratch, re-energize an existing curriculum 

with more meaning and efficiency, or take specific elements presented, such as literacy, and adapt just 

that track. 

This session will help you plan and implement an engaging curriculum to achieve meaningful goals. The 

multi sensory nature of the activities and the way they are presented in the Intermingled Curriculum is 

directly planned to embrace the wide variety of abilities, languages and attitudes teachers will find in 

their classroom. Each child has the opportunity to enjoy activities custom built to their stage of 

development and incorporate their interests. Meaningful experiences along with a mix of self directed 

play, guided play, and direct instruction help individual children learn happily and socialize. 

Exploring Your Emotions and Social Development 

Presenter(s): Crystal Cambpell 

Room: Meeting Room 11 

Participants will list ways to incorporate the Emotional /Social Standards into the early childhood 

classroom and create an environment for social competency to grow.  

Accreditation 101 

Presenter(s): Alissa Mwenelupembe 

Room: Meeting Room 16 

This session will introduce participants to NAEYC Early Learning Program Accreditation.  It will cover the 

benefits of accreditation as well as the process and how they begin their accreditation journey.  

What is Accreditation and How to Get Started? 

Presenter(s): Storm Webb 

Room: Meeting Room 17 

Sponsored by TECTA Leadership Team/ Advisors 

Join our panel of experts to discuss the accreditation process. Discover how accreditation can benefit 

your business and the children and families you serve. Learn about the “top three accreditation secrets” 

as we walk you through the steps to getting started with accreditation. We will also go through the 

process of maintaining your award and living accreditation in your program. Participants will walk away 

with our helpful handout guide, providing all the tools you need to begin and succeed on your path to 

accreditation. 

9:15-10:15 a.m. 

Building Resilience Through Relationships 

Presenter(s): Kathy Banks 

Room: Meeting Room 2 

Early Care and Education is a field that services not just children, but families. In 2022, families are living 

and existing in a world with negative stresses that directly impact their livelihood. Today, many children 

are coming to our programs with the weight of the world on their shoulders. This conference session will 



provide an outline to all providers on what toxic stress may look like, and how relationships can help 

children and their families build resilience to combat the stress they may be experiencing. 

Stress and Brain Development: Fostering Resiliency in Children Predisposed to Stress 

Presenter(s): Tara Dickerson, Dr. Louise E. Davis 

Room: Meeting Room 3 

Recent research suggests that toxic stress can alter the brain development of young children. There are 

many children and families that may be predisposed to stress, specifically due to socioeconomic 

stressors, and more recently, the COVID-19 pandemic. Many families may also be experiencing financial 

strain due to inflation. Research also indicates that families who are not typically financially insecure 

may have a more difficult time adjusting to the stressors caused by financial insecurity, which may be 

more frequent to due inflation and the current job market. This presentation plans to provide 

information regarding brain development in the early years and how early childhood providers can 

facilitate optimal brain development in the children they care for and building relationships with families 

to foster resilience. Specifically, providers will learn the three types of stress which are toxic, tolerable, 

and positive stress and how a young child may experience these types of stress. Attendees will discuss in 

breakout groups different scenarios and how they have helped these children and new strategies to 

adapt in the future. 

Reggio Emilia Inspired Infant and Toddler Care 

Presenter(s): Jodi Bechtel 

Room: Meeting Room 7  

This is also a virtual session and will be live streamed for virtual attendees.This session will not be 

available as a recorded session.  

The Reggio Emilia approach outlines seven characteristics that sets it apart from traditional care. We will 

discuss each characteristic using personal application in infant/toddler classrooms. 

Intentional Outdoor Play Spaces 

Presenter(s): Reagan Bernskoetter 

Room: Meeting Room 8 

Explore intentional changes for children’s outdoor play experiences based on reflective observations of 

play patterns used for future planning. Discuss ways outdoor spaces are important. 

Play, Resilience and DAP: Joyful Learning for Each Child 

Presenter(s): Susan Friedman  

Room: Meeting Room 9 

The fourth edition of NAEYC’s book, Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs 

Serving Children Birth through Age Eight offers much to educators navigating how to support children’s 

resilience with joyful learning experiences throughout the day.  

See how DAP’s 3 Core Considerations, 9 Principles of Child Development and Learning and 6 Guideline’s 

for Effective Practices guide intentional teaching and joyful play and learning in a range of contexts. Gain 

insights into the research behind the updates to the fourth edition and how they reflect the deep 

connections between DAP and equity. The DAP book contains over 70 vignettes which show DAP in 



action in a range of settings. Take a deep dive into a selection of these vignettes and see their relevance 

to your own education settings and see how DAP can serve as a guide to support joyful play and learning 

and resilience in young children. 

The fourth edition of the DAP book, was developed while the field of early childhood education began to 

navigate the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. How do we nurture children’s resilience and learning 

when many children may have missed out on regular play interactions and experienced so much stress 

during their earliest years? This session highlights the core elements of DAP within the context of using 

DAP as a guide during both times of great challenge as well as opportunity and how DAP can serve as a 

guide to effective teaching within a range of contexts. 

Maternal Depression and the Effects on Children "Camden's Story" 

Presenter(s): Jenni Smith 

Room: Meeting Room 10 

Maternal Depression and the Effects on Children is an in-depth personal look at how a mother's 

depression directly/indirectly impacted her children. This session will highlight facts, and reveal shocking 

statistics about Perinatal Depression. Depression truly looks different for everyone and it is time to 

break the stigma and talk about it!  Jenni reveals how the relationship with her child's caregiver 

prompted a further look into the health and wellness of her infant son.  The session will serve as a forum 

for others to share their personal testimonies. 

Safe and Inviting Outdoor Environments 

Presenter(s): Ronnette Haynes 

Room: Meeting Room 11 

Children learn through play.  For this reason, it is vital the learning environment outside receives as 

much forethought as the learning environment within the classroom walls. During this presentation, 

participants will examine the top ten reasons why children need to spend time outdoors, learn to create 

and implement an inviting outdoor environment and discuss strategies ensuring safety the outdoor 

learning environment. 

Socio-Emotional Activities in Our Classrooms 

Presenter(s): Sandra Morales, Lin Moore, Elaine Zweig 

Room: Meeting Room 16 

This session focuses on hands-on activities for teachers to learn how to implement social-emotional 

activities in their daily classroom instruction. Socio-emotional skills include but are not limited to the 

children’s “experience, expression, and management of emotions” and their abilities to establish a 

positive relationship with others (Cohen & others 2005). Research on socio-emotional learning shows 

that positive and healthy relationships with others influence children’s school outcomes. Developing 

socio-emotional skills allow students to avoid aggressive behavior that may result in a problematic 

situation (Matsopoulos, 2000). Teaching our classroom socio-emotional skills helps us connect the 

academic skills with lifelong skills necessary to succeed in life. Therefore, it is important to train teachers 

in classroom management procedures that promote and encourage social competence.  

Accreditation Comparison - Choosing the One that’s Best for Your Program 

Presenter(s): Storm Webb 



Room: Meeting Room 17 

Sponsored by TECTA Leadership Team/ Advisors 

Ready to get started with accreditation but overwhelmed with all the different accrediting bodies to 

choose from? Join this session for an in-depth comparative analysis of national accreditation processes 

and standards. Review and discuss the similarities and differences as you discover which accrediting 

organization best suits your program. The presentation will be full of resources and handouts to help 

your evaluation.  

10:30-12:30 p.m. 

High Quality, Low Budget - Innovative Activities 

Presenter(s): Georgia Graham, Kristen Armstrong, Michelle Cleveland  

Room: Meeting Room 3 

During this time of economic uncertainty, early childhood programs continue to be impacted by the 

rising cost of materials.  Educators of children birth to five will explore innovative ways to replace typical 

early childhood materials with inexpensive alternatives.  Come join this interactive worship for the 

opportunity to create high quality activities on a budget. 

Literacy Hooks and Book Nooks 

Presenter(s): Angela Shelton 

Room: Meeting Room 4 

Early literacy is defined as “the knowledge and skills young children need in order to learn to 

communicate, read, and write” and includes linguistic processing and print-related domains. The 

classroom environment itself can serve as a teaching and learning tool that supports development of 

these early literacy skills. During this presentation, participants will engage in purposeful planning tasks 

that infuse early literacy domains in the classroom environment and strategically plan for maximizing 

classroom spaces for literacy learning. Session attendees will participate in a variety of active 

engagement strategies that can be easily adapted to use in the classroom, gaining a variety of ideas and 

resources that engage children in authentic and meaningful literacy experiences through “Literacy 

Hooks and Book Nooks.” 

How Whole-Body Learning Helps Kids Learn Better & Faster. 

Presenter(s): Laurie Gombash 

Room: Meeting Room 7  

This is also a virtual session and will be live streamed for virtual attendees 

Come to this interactive session ready to engage in whole-body active learning! Children learn best 

when they are engaged in literacy-based activities that are enriched with the arts and movement. 

Participants will learn how a multisensory approach to learning phonemes is fun and relevant for all. You 

will learn about the power of muscle memory in reading and writing and how kinesthetic movement in 

the classroom can help children overcome learning challenges. You will leave this session with several 

identifiable new skills that you can use immediately in your setting. Come see how FUN and easy it is to 

create opportunities to use multisensory learning to fully explore early literacy. 



Creative Ways of Engaging Adult Learners in Anti-Bias Education Practices 

Presenter(s): Amy Wilson 

Room: Meeting Room 8 

SECA Conversation for Change recommended session 

Children are embedded within communities and cultures that begin to educate them about who they 

are or should be from the earliest days of life. These pervasive messages present children with biased 

messages and negative stereotypes. Early childhood professionals are uniquely positioned to work 

closely with families to counter bias and support the positive identity development of children. As 

professionals embark on the ongoing journey of becoming equitable educators, our hope is that 

introduction to new information and engagement in critical and reflective discourse will positively 

support their professional practices. Using content from "Anti-Bias Education for Young Children & 

Ourselves" by Derman-Sparks, Edwards, and Goins, Family Engagement Quality Coaches developed 

strategies to explore anti-bias practices with adult learners in the early childhood field. These strategies 

include ongoing communication, access to weekly resources, and collaborative discussions to support 

professionals as they reflect on current practices and learn about implementing anti-bias strategies. 

Use Your Voice for Kids: Advocacy for ECED Providers 

Presenter(s): Katie Growden 

Room: Meeting Room 9 

Your voice as an Early Childhood Educator is unique, powerful, and desperately needed! Decisions that 

impact our field are being made (on a daily basis) by people who have not walked in our shoes and have 

little understanding of what life looks like for today's young children, their families, or their teachers. 

You CAN make a difference by speaking from your experience and perspective. I know this, because I 

live it. 

This session will provide information about upcoming policies that impact children, families, and 

childcare providers as well as tools to make an impact on the folks making those decisions. Together, we 

will walk through the basics of advocacy, why it matters, and what you can do. Come prepared to 

challenge yourself to speak to others about why you're passionate about Early Childhood Education! You 

will leave equipped with the ability to interact with both community members and legislators using 

verbal, written, and virtual methods, as well as the opportunity for ongoing engagement and support as 

an advocate. 

Positive and Adverse Childhood Experiences: Creating a Path from Trauma to Resilience 

Presenter(s): Cherie Benjoseph  

Room: Meeting Room 10 

This workshop provides an overview of the Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and Positive 

Childhood Experiences (PCEs) studies. It focuses on the impact of trauma and toxic stress on the 

developing brain in children as well as impact of positive childhood experiences (PCEs) on children. The 

training helps participants recognize trauma symptoms, behaviors and responses in traumatized 

children. This training also focuses on the importance of resilience based on the research and provides 

strategies for social workers to help promote resilience in children through a trauma focused care 

approach. 



Creating a Sense of Belonging for Children and Families in Everyday Experiences 

Presenter(s): Gwen Robertson 

Room: Meeting Room 11 

A sense of belonging doesn’t just happen; it takes time and effort to grow. Focused, planned ideas are 

important to ensure equity and diversity as well as promote social emotional learning.  In this workshop 

participants will learn some strategies and tips to provide an environment that support a sense of 

belonging for all children and families.  Hands on displays and props will be available for participants to 

explore and make plans to create when they return to their classroom.  

Focused Feedback for Children's Success in Inclusive Early Childhood Classrooms 

Presenter(s): Angel Greer 

Room: Meeting Room 16 

The Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP) is an assessment tool that is used to measure inclusive practices in 

early childhood environments.  Professional development plays a significant role for early childhood 

educators.  Utilizing the ICP provides guidance in the implementation of professional development 

programs that promote high quality early childhood inclusion.  In this session, we will highlight the key 

components of the ICP.  We will explore effective feedback, how it is measured, and how early 

childhood educators are utilizing this strategy for children’s success in inclusive classrooms. 

10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Say YES to Leadership: Lessons from Super Directors 

Presenter(s): Dr. Shiley Raines 

Room: Meeting Room 17 

Sponsored by TECTA Leadership Team/ Advisors 

Great programs have great directors.  This session will explore what they have in common.  

11:30-12:30 p.m. 

Advice and Wisdom for Directors and Potential Directors 

Presenter(s): Dr. Shiley Raines 

Room: Meeting Room 17 

Sponsored by TECTA Leadership Team/ Advisors 

Participants will assess their strengths to say "YES" to the next level as a leader. 

1:00-2:00 p.m  

What is Happening to Fine Motor Development? 

Presenter(s): Karan Marshall 

Room: Meeting Room 3 

Young children today tend to spend time playing with electronic devices or - in the classroom - sitting 

and listening. However, these activities are now delaying young children's fine motor development and 

the foundation for writing skills. In this workshop, we will explore this issue and try out activities that 

promote fine motor development so that children can succeed in kindergarten. 



Toddlers Mark the Spot! An In-Depth Project with Our Most Creative Children 

Presenter(s): Angie Gann  

Room: Meeting Room 7  

This is also a virtual session and will be live streamed for virtual attendees 

Toddlers are engaged and interested in their immediate environment and are in the beginning stages of 

understanding the process of their thoughts and actions. Their work is created through guided 

explorations of events and explorations that are relevant to their daily lives and in their community.  

These projects are used to find answers to the children’s wonderings and gain a deeper understanding 

of their world. 

In this session we will discuss the importance of mark making projects when it comes to toddlers. The 

focus will be on how studies are created and implemented in a Reggio Emilia inspired classroom. 

Projects are formed by observations made by teachers about children’s interests. The provocations and 

investigations that are planned because of these observations is what guides the teachers and children 

in their learning process. Children and teachers are researchers together to discover new things about 

children’s interests. 

We will demonstrate an in-depth projects from toddler classrooms that will strike inspiration for the 

participants in this session. The toddlers in these classrooms and their teachers, have spent countless 

hours mark making, working with different mediums and learning how to use the various tools that help 

children create art. We are excited to share these explorations to provide insight into working with 

toddlers in a Reggio-Inspired classrooms 

Toxic Stress in Children: Why It Matters and How Adults Can Help 

Presenter(s): Diane Bales 

Room: Meeting Room 9 

Stress is an everyday experience, both for children and adults. Chronic stress and adverse childhood 

experiences (ACEs) can damage the developing brain. The stress experienced by children and adults has 

been heightened during COVID-19. Learn why toxic stress and ACEs matter and how responsive adults 

can reduce the effects of stress on the brain, and try out some simple hands-on activities that you can 

use to help children manage stress in the ECE classroom. 

Persevering through Adversity: Pre-K and Kindergarten Life Hacks 

Presenter(s): Debra Hailey, Katrina Jordan, Michelle Brunson, Patricia Alexander 

Room: Meeting Room 10 

As a teacher, you may be doing all the right kinds of activities with young children.  However, intentional 

teaching or knowing the how and why behind what you do, changes the conversations around those 

activities.  By being intentional in supporting children to be resilient and being able to overcome 

adversity in their young lives, you set the stage for them continuing to be resilient later in life.  Children 

who are resilient build skills and dispositions that help them to be capable and successful people. Learn 

ways to make minor adjustments to your typical school day that will have a big impact on the resiliency 

of the children that you serve. 



Professional and Personal Safety in the Work Place 

Presenter(s): Shelli Henehan 

Room: Meeting Room 11 

This presentation covers the importance of professionalism in the early childhood profession. The 

presenters will discuss the importance of professionalism about social media in order to be more 

marketable in the job market as well as social media with the children are in their care. Participants will 

examine scenarios and discuss the importance of being vigilant in ensuring children are visible and safe 

at all times, including rest time. The importance of documentation, ethics and confidentiality will also be 

discussed in depth.  

Unwrapping Structured Literacy and WHY IT IS Important for All Classroom Teachers 

Presenter(s): Katie Tonore 

Room: Meeting Room 16 

15-20% of students have symptoms of dyslexia.  Children with dyslexia are in every classroom BUT 

effective instruction is NOT in every classroom. Structured Literacy explicitly teaches systematic word 

identification strategies.  These strategies benefit students with dyslexia along with MOST students in 

the classroom.  This session will offer strategies for incorporating Structured Literacy in K-3 classrooms. 

Culturally Responsive Strategies to use in the Classroom 

Presenter(s): Jennifer Neitzel 

Room: Meeting Room 17 

Sponsored by TECTA Leadership Team/ Advisors 

SECA Conversation for Change recommended session 

In this session, teachers will learn about current inequities in early childhood, including how they show 

up in early learning environments. 
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Exhibitor Spotlight! 

Special thanks to our sponsors and exhibitors! Your support of our exhibitors supports 

our conference!  
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